






AROUND SYDNEY

GLENN MURCUTT:  
ARCHITECTURE FOR PLACE

Glenn Murcutt’s groundbreaking 
designs are celebrated for their 
sustainability, harmony with the 
natural world, and resonance and 
unity with Australia’s climate and 
topography. This exhibition reveals the 
way Murcutt crafts his projects, with 
a selection of ideas presented from 
initial sketch to detailed construction 
drawings and final built work. 
Photographs by Anthony Browell.

UNTIL 5 OCTOBER, 9.30am – 5.00pm
MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
CORNER BRIDGE AND PHILLIP STREETS
SYDNEY
FREE WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION

RICHARD LEPLASTRIER, ARCHITECT

Richard Leplastrier is a seminal 
figure in Australian architecture and 
Australian education. He was winner 
of the Australian Institute of Architects 
coveted Gold Medal in 1999 and 
recipient of the international prize 
Spirit of Nature Wood Architecture 
Award. Leplastrier is perfectly placed  
to comment authoritatively on 
Murcutt’s work.

2 AUGUST, 2.00pm – 3.00pm 
MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
CORNER BRIDGE AND PHILLIP STREETS
SYDNEY
FREE WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION

HENRIC NICHOLAS, CLIENT

Henric Nicholas discusses The Nicholas 
House (1977–1980) in Mount Irvine, 
NSW. This house was designed 
within the constraints of its relatively 
isolated site, using standard building 
components and techniques so that it 
could be built by a single individual. 

9 AUGUST, 2.00pm – 3.00pm 
MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
CORNER BRIDGE AND PHILLIP STREETS
SYDNEY
FREE WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION

TALKS IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE EXHIBITION 

A rare chance 
to hear one of 
Glenn Murcutt’s 
professional peers 
and one of his 
clients discuss 
the work of the 
award-winning 
architect.

(RE)SKIN: CONTEMPORARY  
KNITTING BY ALANA CLIFTON  
CUNNINGHAM

An exploration of contemporary 
knitting as fashion or art that looks 
beyond the traditional knitted 
coverings for the body. Using hand 
and machine knitting to create this 
series of ‘body pieces‘, Alana Clifton 
Cunningham’s beautiful and technically 
meticulous pieces are made of wool and 
incorporate mixed media elements. 

29 JULY – 21 AUGUST 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 10.00am – 5.00pm 
DAB LAB RESEARCH GALLERY
LEVEL 4 COURTYARD 
BUILDING 6
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY
702 HARRIS STREET 
ULTIMO 
TALK: 4 AUGUST, 2.00pm
FREE ADMISSION 

LIVING ARCHITECTURE:  
HOW TO DESIGN A DIGITAL 
MEDIA FAÇADE

Ever wondered how to create 
a building for a digital city? 
Now more than ever design 
professionals need to take 
on new media skills and 
understanding. With footage 
of the world’s most exciting 
animated facades, this is a 
hands-on talk about how to 
design a media façade. Dr Hank 
Haeusler is the author of Media 
Facades: History, Technology 
and Media Content.

6 AUGUST, 6.30pm
LEVEL 5, ROOM 570
PETER JOHNSON BUILDING
DAB FACULTY BUILDING 6
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY 
702–730 HARRIS STREET 
ULTIMO
FREE ADMISSION

DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF 
ELECTRIC SHEEP? 9 OUT OF 
10 ROBOTS WILL KILL YOU: 
HUMANOID DESIGN FOR THE 
21ST CENTURY

Professor Tom Barker from 
University of Technology  
looks at the future of robots  
in design through the medium 
of the movies. Featuring 
seminal robot film footage from 
Westworld, Forbidden Planet, 
Star Wars, I Robot, 2001:  
A Space Odyssey, Metropolis, 
Dark Star, Terminator, 
Robocop, Modern Times,  
Blade Runner, Stepford Wives 
and more.

10 AUGUST, 6.30pm
LEVEL 4 COURTYARD
PETER JOHNSON BUILDING
DAB FACULTY BUILDING 6
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY 
702–730 HARRIS STREET 
ULTIMO
FREE ADMISSION
 

URBAN DIGITAL MEDIA TALKS AT UTS

LEFT Simpson-Lee House, 
Mount Wilson, NSW, 2008, 
Glenn Murcutt – Architecture 
for place, photo Anthony 
Browell.
BELOW Neck Pod, from the  
(re)skin exhibition, photo  
Alana Clifton.
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AROUND SYDNEY

DAVID TRUBRIDGE:  
CULTURAL DESIGN 

In association with the exhibition 
Sustain me: contemporary design. 
New Zealand designer David Trubridge 
addresses how ecodesign (however 
worthy) is not enough to sustain 
humanity unless it also addresses 
some form of cultural/spiritual 
nourishment. Says Trubridge: ‘Design 
is looking for new meaning and 
relevance. In the past all cultures were 
defined and expressed by their artifacts 
and art…we too could find cultural and 
spiritual nourishment from long lasting 
objects and this may reduce the never-
fulfilled craving for consumer goods.’ 

1 AUGUST, 12 noon
COFA LECTURE THEATRE, EG02
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
SELWYN STREET
PADDINGTON 
FREE ADMISSION 
 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF  
ARCHITECTS TALK:  
SPECIFIC OBJECTS

Architects Penny Collins and Huw 
Turner present projects that reflect the
diversity and uniqueness of their 
context, from outback Australia to the
beaches of the Bahamas. Introduced by 
Michael Dysart.

4 AUGUST, 6.15pm for 6.30pm 
TUSCULUM
3 MANNING STREET
POTTS POINT
COST: $10/ FREE TO RAIA MEMBERS 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS TALK: RICHARD 
FRANCIS-JONES

An opportunity to view the recently 
completed Surry Hills Library through 
the eyes of its architect Richard 
Francis-Jones. Francis-Jones of FJMT 
gives a presentation about the building, 
followed by a site tour and drinks.  

11 AUGUST, 6.15pm for 6.30pm
SURRY HILLS LIBRARY
405 CROWN STREET
SURRY HILLS
COST: $10/ FREE TO RAIA MEMBERS 
BOOK: ELENI.RAGOGO@RAIA.COM.AU
  

PATTERNS OF THE PAST

Everything old is new again in design 
or so it seems. See the original sources 
for some of the historical references in 
contemporary design and explore the 
rich collection of wallpapers, textiles, 
floor coverings, pattern coverings, 
pattern books and manufacturer’s trade 
catalogues in a curator-led viewing 
of the Caroline Simpson Library and 
Research Collection.

4–6 August, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
THE MINT
CAROLINE SIMPSON LIBRARY AND  
RESEARCH COLLECTION
10 MACQUARIE STREET 
SYDNEY
COST: $25/$30 CONCESSION, HHT MEMBER
BOOK: WWW.HHT.NET.AU
 

KAZUYO SEJIMA + RYUE NISHIZAWA 
/ SANAA – AN ARCHITECTURAL  
INTERVENTION

Two of the hottest names in Japanese 
architecture, Kazuyo Sejima and 
Ryue Nishizawa, will give a glimpse 
of their architectural aesthetic with 
their architectural intervention at 
the Sherman Contemporary Art 
Foundation. Traversing the borders of 
art, design and architecture SANAA’s 
elegant installation is a translucent 
and refined curvilinear acrylic wall that 
meanders through the gallery. 

FROM 3 JULY 
WEDNESDAY – SATURDAY 11.00am – 5.00pm
SHERMAN CONTEMPORARY ART FOUNDATION
16–20 GOODHOPE STREET
PADDINGTON 
FREE ADMISSION

SANAA: PUBLIC FORUM AT 
SHERMAN CONTEMPORARY ART 
FOUNDATION

Speakers will include Professor Leon 
van Schaik, Professor of Architecture 
(Innovation Chair) at RMIT; and Yuko 
Hasegawa, Chief Curator, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Tokyo. The forum 
will be chaired by broadcaster  
Margaret Throsby.

15 AUGUST, 3.00pm – 5.00pm
SHERMAN CONTEMPORARY ART FOUNDATION
16–20 GOODHOPE STREET
PADDINGTON 
FREE ADMISSION

RUGUP EXHIBITION

An exhibition of contemporary rugs 
designed by the third year Textile 
Design student finalists from the 
University of NSW’s College of Fine 
Arts for the 2009 Rug Up design 
competition. These outstanding pieces 
were manufactured in collaboration 
with Designer Rugs. The exhibition  
will also feature a selection of rugs 
designed by leading Australian artists 
and designers: Minnie Pwerle, and 
Akira Isogawa. 

30 JULY – 2 AUGUST, 10.30am – 4.00pm 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
MACQUARIE STREET
SYDNEY 
FREE ADMISSION

RUGUP FORUM

Held in conjunction with the RugUp 
exhibition, the annual Government 
House  design forum this year will 
focus on contemporary Australian 
rug design and manufacture. Hear 
editor-in-chief of Belle Magazine, 
Neale Whitaker, in conversation with 
industry experts including Yosi Tal  
and Harold Luke.

5 AUGUST, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
MACQUARIE STREET
SYDNEY
COST: $30/$25 CONCESSION  
HHT MEMBERS/$15 STUDENTS
BOOK: WWW.HHT.NET.AU

TYPORGANICS – ‘BOTANICA’  
SUSTAINABLE GRAPHICS

Final-year students from Enmore 
Design Centre were asked to produce 
signage using non-renewable resources 
for this exhibition. Materials used 
were found, recycled or included the 
transformation of raw material; had 
minimal impact on the environment; 
and took in ecologically sound practices 
for production, transport, assembly, 
and disposal. A panel of speakers will 
talk about related issues and show 
examples of their work. 

4–14 AUGUST, 9.30am – 7.00pm 
EXHIBITION HALL
DESIGN CENTRE
ENMORE
FREE ADMISSION

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN:  
WHAT, WHY AND HOW

A panel discussion on the ‘what, why 
and how’ of sustainable design. A 
panel of speakers from various design 
disciplines will talk about issues related 
to the topic and show examples of their 
work in this area.

12 AUGUST, 6.00pm – 8.00pm
EXHIBITION HALL
DESIGN CENTRE 
ENMORE
FREE ADMISSION

Make your portfolio stand out 
from the crowd: questions, 
answers AND insights

Spend an afternoon with professionals 
from industrial, graphic, interior, 
multimedia and textile design and 
take the fear out of creating your own 
portfolio. View a range of professional 
portfolios and presentation styles, ask 
questions, receive feedback and focus 
on what you would like your work to say 
about you. Meet design professionals 
by booking in for a 15 minute session  
to discuss your portfolio. 

InterfaceFLOR Showroom,  
101 Chalmers StREET, Surry Hills
Contact Alice Haworth for more 
information ahaworth@geyer.com.au

Rug designed by Harriet Watts, 
2008 winner of RugUp, photo 
Sue Blackburn.

FASHIONING NOW: CHANGING THE 
WAY WE MAKE AND USE CLOTHES

Fashioning Now looks at ways in 
which clothing is produced, used 
and discarded. Through a dynamic 
array of fashion garments, textile 
objects, photography, illustration and 
time-base media, Fashioning Now 
highlights the diversity of sustainable 
options being explored by designers, 
researchers and manufacturers, while 
predicting possible scenarios for a 
future fashion industry. Curated by 
Alison Gwilt and Timo Rissanen from 
University of Technology, Sydney. 

28 JULY – 28 AUGUST
MONDAY – FRIDAY 12 NOON – 6.00pm
UTS GALLERY
LEVEL 4, 702 HARRIS STREET 
ULTIMO
GALLERY FLOOR TALK: 
4 AUGUST, 1.00pm – 2.00pm
FREE ADMISSION
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BOYD EDUCATION CENTRE

A rare opportunity to view the 
celebrated Boyd Education Centre. 
Designed by Glenn Murcutt, Wendy 
Lewin and Reg Lark, The Arthur and 
Yvonne Boyd Education Centre was 
nominated by Architectural Review 
magazine as one of the most influential 
buildings in Australia of the past 25 
years. Make a day of it and visit the 
neighbouring Bundanon property 
and tour the homestead, studio and 
grounds, bequeathed to the nation by 
artist Arthur Boyd and wife Yvonne.

9 AUGUST, 2.00pm, 3.00pm and 4.00pm
BOYD EDUCATION CENTRE
RIVERSDALE
COST: $25/$15 CONCESSION  
(INCLUDING AFTERNOON TEA)
BOOK: WWW.BUNDANON.COM.AU

SURRY HILLS: DESIGN LOVERS

Immerse yourself in the inspiring world 
of some of Australia’s most innovative 
and cutting edge designers and makers 
on this tour of Sydney’s burgeoning 
design culture. Discover innovative 
furniture, ceramics, glass, jewellery and 
interior design; meet artists, curators 
and retailers and experience Surry 
Hills’ cafes and galleries. 
The two-hour tour is guided on foot by 
Urban Walkabout Tours and limited to 
12 per group. 

1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 AUGUST
10.00am – 12noon 
MEET AT THE TRIPLE ACE BAR
CORNER ELIZABETH STREET AND  
WENTWORTH AVENUE
SYDNEY 
COST: $75 (INCLUDES TOUR, COFFEE/SOFT DRINK, 
GIFT BAG, MAPS AND VIP DISCOUNTS)
BOOK: 1300 660 624   
BOOKINGS@URBANWALKABOUTTOURS.COM 
WWW.URBANWALKABOUTTOURS.COM

around sydney

INTERACTIVATION STUDIO  
PROJECT DEMOS

The Interactivation Studio is a 
research laboratory for the design, 
investigation, invention and 
development of new ways of interacting 
with electronic technology. It is a 
flexible infrastructure which can 
be rearranged to suit a number of 
uses – from workshop to class room, 
test lab and exhibition space. During 
Sydney Design 09 the studio welcomes 
visitors interested in the design of new 
interfaces and works-in-progress.

1–16 AUGUST, 10.00am – 5.00pm 
LEVEL 4 COURTYARD
PETER JOHNSON BUILDING
DAB FACULTY BUILDING 6
702–730 HARRIS STREET
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY
ULTIMO
FREE ADMISSION

LEFT Surry Hills: Design  
Lovers tour. 
RIGHT Bundanon April 2007 
© Keith Saunders

10 11



around sydney

A series of walks led by the 
Australian Architecture  
Association’s expert guides.

SYDNEY CITY WALK

A two-hour walk taking in Sydney’s 
high-rise towers including Sir Norman 
Foster’s Deutsche Bank Place. Learn 
who designed Sydney’s tallest tower, 
why Australia Square is round and 
where Sydney’s highest garden is.

1, 8 and 15 AUGUST, 10.30am
MEET AT THE ENTRANCE TO CUSTOMS HOUSE,  
31 ALFRED STREET  
SYDNEY
COST: $30/AAA MEMBERS FREE
 

SCULPTURE OF THE CITY  
ARCHITECTURE WALK

A fascinating exploration of Sydney’s 
architectural history as revealed by its 
artworks. Discover how sculpture can 
enrich the experience of architecture 
and public space. Learn about the 
important aspects of the interpretation 
of sculpture in relationship to the space 
it inhabits.

8 AUGUST, 2.00pm
MEET AT PLAZA FOUNTAIN, AUSTRALIA SQUARE  
95 PITT STREET, SYDNEY
COST: $30/AAA MEMBERS FREE

WALK THROUGH TIME WALK

Beginning in Australia’s oldest public 
precinct, this two-hour walk takes 
a 200 year journey in time. Learn 
about Sydney’s first architect, the 
difference between Beaux Artes and 
Art Deco, why Martin Place is closed 
to cars and where the ideas for modern 
architecture were developed.

15 AUGUST, 10.30am
HYDE PARK BARRACKS 
MAIN GATE, MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY
COST: $30/AAA MEMBERS FREE
 

OTHER TOURS AVAILABLE:

1 AUGUST - ARCHITECTURE 
HARBOUR CRUISE  
led by architect Philip Thalis.
8 AUGUST - MIDDLE COVE 
ARCHITECTURE WALK  
with architect Ben Gerstel
9 AUGUST - HARRY SEIDLER’S 
TOWERS CITY WALK  
with architect Gevork Hartoonian 
10 AND 17 AUGUST - CITY OF 
SYDNEY BAR TOUR 

FOR FULL DETAILS on all the tours above VISIT   
WWW.ARCHITECTURE.ORG.AU 
OR CALL (02) 8297 7283

SYDNEY ARCHITECTURE WALKS

THE CITY, SYDNEY

A look at examples of architecture 
and public art that reveal the historic, 
political and topographic forces 
lapping at Sydney like its tides. The 
walk focuses on two contrasting, yet 
complimentary structures by Italian 
architect Renzo Piano and Melbourne’s 
Denton Corker Marshall. It looks at 
their specific connections to Sydney 
Opera House and its architect Jørn 
Utzon. The walk also takes in public art 
by Janet Laurence, Kan Yasuda and  
Tim Prentice.

5 and 12 AUGUST, 12.30pm
 

UTZON

Join architect Eoghan Lewis in 
this textured, in-depth portrait of 
enigmatic Danish architect Jørn 
Utzon. Lewis reveals the architect’s 
deepest inspiration and charts the 
development of Utzon’s ideas and their 
realisation. The walk covers the political 
events that led to Utzon’s undoing, 
discusses his unrealised interiors and 
his collaborations with German acoustic 
engineers Cremer and Gabler and 
Sydney plywood manufacturer Ralph 
Symonds.

8 AND 15 AUGUST, 10.30am – 1.00pm

HARBOURINGS

Looking beyond the postcard view of 
the city and its two shimmering icons, 
Harbourings reveals Sydney at its most 
raw and most spectacular, its most  
self-conscious and most corrupt.  
The route takes a wander through a 
diverse range of contemporary projects 
and the gritty industrial history of  
The Rocks.

9 AUGUST, 10.30am – 12.30pm

WALKS BEGIN AT MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
CORNER BRIDGE AND PHILLIP STREETS
SYDNEY
COST: $25/$20 CONCESSION
BOOK: (02) 8239 2211 (WEEKDAYS)  
0403 888 390 (WEEKENDS)
 

THIS PAGE Sculpture of the 
city Architecture walk, Aurora 
Place, Architect Renzo Piano, 
sculptor Ken Yasuda, photo 
Vincent Lam.
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